Abstract. The Steppe Polecat lives in Europe, in a variety of relatively dry habitats. Its distribution is not sufficiently known in Romania. On the 22 nd of February, 2014 we found a dead specimen of Steppe Polecat, north from Bucecea city. This is the first report of Steppe Polecat for North-East Romania.
The Steppe Polecat occurs from Central and Eastern Europe in the West, through Southern Russia and Central Asia to South Siberia in the East. There is a severe lack of knowledge about the Steppe Polecat distribution in the southeastern part of its areal (Schreiber et al., 1989) .
According to Mitchell-Jones et al. (1999) , in Europe, this species is represented by two major populations that are separated by the Carpathians.
The Steppe Polecat lives in Europe in a variety of relatively dry habitats. Its distribution coincides often with populations of ground squirrels, hamsters and water voles. Its presence was confirmed in Central and Eastern Europe, but not in NorthEast Romania, until now.
In Romania, Steppe Polecat is present especially in Dobrogea. It is characteristic for North Dobrogea, being reported by the local people at Baia, Cerna and Greci (Murariu, 2006) . The species was also reported in Tătaru Islet and Cape Doloșman (Oțel et al., 2000) . There is some information on its presence in three sites in Muntenia and Oltenia and one in southern Romania (Almășan, 1962; Barbu, 1971) . Recent data showed that the Steppe Polecat has a wider distribution. Hegyeli (2009) provided the first data on the occurrence of the species in western Romania. The species was seen in eastern Romania (Moldova) and southern Muntenia (Romania) (Hegyeli, unpublished data).
There are lots of steppe habitats in Eastern Romania (Moldova Region) proper for the Steppe Polecat.
The total polecats population of Romania is estimated at 1.000 individuals (Murariu, 2005) . The species is listed as vulnerable in the Red Data Book of Romanian Vertebrates and its hunting is prohibited according to the Romanian hunting legislation.
The Steppe Polecat lives in a variety of relatively dry habitats, including grasslands, meadows, cultivate fields. It is a nocturnal animal (Šálek et al., 2013) . This species is endangered by persecution in the western parts of its range; in Russia it is commonly hunted for fur, and in China it is affected by habitat loss Faunistic Note (Mitchell-Jones et al., 1999) . The Steppe Polecat is hunted also for its pelts. In Moldova, it is affected by overgrazing, persecution and car accidents.
The individual we found (on the 22 nd February, 2014) was lying near the Site of Community Importance Dorohoi -Şaua Bucecei, on Siret Valley, North from Bucecea town, where the habitat type is represented by wet meadows and tall herb communities. Here, there are some patches with steppe vegetation with Taraxaco serotinae -Festucetum valesiacae, Artemisio austriacae -Poëtum bulbosae and Taraxaco serotinae -Botriochloetum ischaemi. Farmlands and sugar beet crops are also common in Siret Valley (Ion et al., 2011) .
The Steppe Polecat found has a thin body, pointed and white snout, small and rounded ears with short legs and a thick neck. Its coat is dense, with contour brush back and its legs are yellow colored, with brown hind legs. Its tail is thick, yellowwhitish, with a black distal half (Fig. 1) 
